
	  

	  

Board of Directors 2016-2017 
A Special Meeting of the Trent Central Student Association occurred on February 27 at 

7:00 pm in the AJM Smith Conference Room of Bata Library, Trent University, 
Peterborough, ON. 

 
Present          President Alaine Spiwak  

Vice President Clubs & External Pippa O’Brien 
Vice President Campaigns & Equity Brendan Campbell 
Vice President University & Colleges Anna Leonova  
Ethical Standards Commissioner Scott Maufront  
Indigenous Students Commissioner Coty Zachariah  
Queer Students Commissioner Annette Pedlar  
Students with Disabilities Commissioner Andrew Clark 

   CC Commissioner Cydney Habraken  
GC Commissioner Lea Rogers-Balgobin 
LEC Cabinet Prime Minister Jessica Randall  
LEC College Commissioner Brandon Remmelgas  
OC Commissioner Brianna Joseph 
 

Regrets   Environment & Sustainability Commissioner Jean-Luc Lemery  
CC Cabinet President Dorcas Mensah  
GC Sr. Senator Owen Faulkner-Nolan  
LEC Sr. Senator Emily Beaudin  
OC Sr. Senator Craig Rutherford  
CC Sr. Senator Mary Carswell-Gates  

 
Absent   Anti-Racism Commissioner Shanese Steele  

Gender Issues Commissioner Shoshawna Hill 
OC President Timothy Hance  
GC Cabinet President Emily Cauduro  
International Students Commissioner Ivana Sekularac 

 
1. Call to Order 
Board Chair Seaby calls meeting to order at 7:03pm. 
 
2. Roll Call 
Board Chair Seaby proceeds to take attendance.  
 
3. Land Acknowledgement  
Board Chair Seaby reads aloud the Land Acknowledgement, “The Trent Central Student 
Association wishes to acknowledge the Anishnaabe and Mississauga peoples and their 
traditional territory, in which this meeting is taking place”, as an expression of gratitude. 
 
4. Chairs Remarks  
 



	  

	  

5. Approval of the Agenda 
  MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.02.27 Agenda be adopted as       

       presented.  
 Moved by: Brendan Campbell  Seconded by; Scott Maufront 
 
Carried. 
 
6. Trent Athletics Capital Fee Discussion  
 
President Spiwak welcomes Leslie Spooner, the Assistant Director of the AC.  
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that the AC wishes to address concerns within the Trent 
student community about the Athletic Capital Fee. She is here to present info and to 
provide history and context on the Capital Fee. She indicates that President Spiwak and 
Athletics Director Deborah Bright-Brundle have developed a collaborative 
communication plan to provide information to students. The Athletics Centre is an 
ancillary department similar to housing, parking, etc. The Ancillary fee collected from 
Trent student’s accounts for approximately half of the budget, maintaining facility, 
wages, the employment of about 100 Trent student employees and utilities. The General 
athletic ancillary fee is $201 and the Athletics Capital Fee is $50. The capital fee has 
been in effect since referendum in 2004. Spooner states that any fees increase beyond 
inflation have to go to the Athletic Advisory Committee then CASSC. She states that in 
the last 3 years there has been no increase to the general ancillary fee ($201) beyond 
inflation.   
 
Coty Zachariah arrives at 7:08pm. 
 
President Spiwak states that after the TCSA realized student concerns with the capital 
fee, they have been reviewing the minutes from both TCSA and CASSC meetings. In 
both minutes the referendum question was framed as the levy being used specifically for 
the Justin Chiu stadium construction and the expansion onto the Athletics Centre. In the 
actual referendum question on the 2004 ballot the levy was framed as a facility 
improvement fee with no end date. She believes that the ambiguity in the language 
requires attention.  
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that the AC pays $842,970.00 in interest and principle 
on the balance of $11.9 million owing on expansion. The capital fee is allocated for 
equipment upgrades, new equipment purchases, facility upgrades, ongoing repairs and 
improvements. The fee is charged to community members at the beginning of the 
membership and is not charged again if they do not let their membership lapse.  
 
When asked what the capital fee specifically was being used for Assistant Director 
Spooner listed; cardio equipment, sport equipment (yoga mats, balls, rollers, etc), 
upgrades to the access control system to provide more security, new recreation 
management software (registration for campus rec, swimming lessons, etc registration), 



	  

	  

kinesiology lab room repurpose, and that the remaining amount goes to paying the 
principle and interest on the AC.  
 
President Spiwak reiterates that the fee has gone to improvements to the AC but not 
specifically and solely to Justin Chiu improvements and gym expansion. She states that it 
is important that the students know that the TCSA is addressing the situation.  
 
Commissioner Maufront asks where and when the ambiguity came from?  
 
President Spiwak states that the Arthur newspaper article sparked the conversation 
regarding the fee. It is difficult at this point to find when the payments went from the 
expansion to development.  
 
VP O’Brien asks if students were under the impression that the fee would end when the 
expansion was paid down? 
 
President Spiwak states that the reviewed Minutes indicate that the Athletics Director 
Byrick estimated that it would be at least 15 years before the capital fee could be 
considered removable.  
 
Commissioner Clark asks what the effect would be on the AC if the $50 capital fee were 
removed?  
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that it would definitely have a negative impact on the 
AC as the operating budget wouldn’t have enough to make the listed improvements.  
 
Commissioner Zachariah asks if the Justin Chiu stadium and gym expansion projects 
have been completed?   
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that there is not a detailed plan of what the expansion 
would include in the referendum question so she can’t clearly say but that the initial 
expansion has been completed.  
 
President Spiwak interpreted the projects as the Justin Chiu stadium and Athletics 
expansion and that the cost is still being paid down, but the structures are physically 
complete.  
 
Commissioner Habraken asks for a specific budget for the $50 capital fee? 
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that it is not available as of right now but that the 
communication plan will provide more info. 
 
VP O’Brien speculates that if the fee was collected for 15 years, the interest and 
remaining cost on the AC would have been at least partly paid down.  
 



	  

	  

Assistant Director Spooner indicates that the AC Capital Fee brings over $300,000 per 
year and that the principle and interest on the loan is over $800,000 per year. 
 
Commissioner Habraken states that if community members should also be paying the 
capital fee each year as students do. 
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that when developing their system, the AC looked at 
other gym models, and most have a one time capital fee for community members.  
 
Commissioner Zachariah states that there will always be a concern with the need for 
constant expansion and that the capital fee could always be charged to students. He 
suggests that revamping the referendum question could be needed.  
 
President Spiwak states that they don’t have the breakdown of the budget yet because it 
hasn’t been brought yet to the AC Advisory Committee. If we removed the fee, would 
severely impact the budget. She emphasizes that importance of clarifying the language in 
a new referendum question.  
 
Assistant Director Spooner states that the AC wants to be open and transparent 
specifically through the communication plan. They don’t want to increase the student 
ancillary fee, and are trying to find other revenue streams. She outlines the following: 
 
Communication Plan 
Phase 1: TCSA Meeting, Athletics Advisory Committee Meeting March 7 at 2:30pm, 
Open Forum Meeting March 8 at 1:30pm or 9th at 3:00pm and CASSC Meeting March 29 
and potential for March 15 
Phase 2: Referendum- Discussion 
 
VP O’Brien requests that a neutral description of the topic be provided by the TCSA to 
provide context on the situation.   
   
  MOTION: Be it resolved that the discussion regarding the Athletics Centre  
  Capital Fee be tabled until the March 12, 2017 BOD Meeting. 
 Moved by: Alaine Spiwak  Seconded by; Coty Zachariah 
 
Carried. 
 

 
7. TCSA Clubs Levy Referenda Question 

MOTION: Be it resolved that the Board approve including the following 
question on the ballot for the 2017 Spring Elections: “Do you support 
increasing the annual TCSA Clubs Levy by $1.50, from 7.74 to 9.24?” 

Moved by: Alaine Spiwak  Seconded by; Pippa O’Brien 
 

VP O’Brien states that with the clubs space opening in the Student Centre it would be a 



	  

	  

good opportunity to have more ongoing contact with clubs and more training and 
resources available. An increase in the Clubs Levy is needed for this. She finds that more 
clubs are asking for more money for bigger events; there are 5-7 groups that ask for 
$1000 per semester. The TCSA is the only source for funds other than pan colleges, 
which is more event specific, and as the clubs are taking on more and putting on more 
impressive events she believes it would be better if the TCSA Clubs Levy was the main 
source instead of a bunch of smaller levies.  
 

MOTION to AMEND: Be it resolved that the board approve including the 
following question on the ballot for the 2017 Spring Election: “Do you 
support increasing the annual non-refundable TCSA Clubs Levy by $1.50, 
from 7.74 to 9.24?” 

 Moved by: Pippa O’Brien  Seconded by; Alaine Spiwak 
 
Carried.  
 
Carried.  
 
 
8. PCAP Levy Referenda Question 

MOTION: Be it resolved that the Board approve including the following 
question on the ballot for the 2017 Spring Elections: “Do you support 
removing the Peterborough Coalition Against Poverty Levy of $1.11 and 
empowering the TCSA Board to oversee that any remaining funds of this 
non-existent levy group are distributed to appropriate causes?” 

 Moved by: Jessica Randall  Seconded by; Pippa O’Brien 
 
VP O’Brien states that PCAP hasn’t existed for 5 years and that the money from their 
levy hasn’t been collected. The Executive believes the next board will most likely take on 
splitting the money between Youth Emergency Shelter and a Student Bursary Program. 
These suggestions will be posted on the TCSA website with the rest of the referendum 
questions.  
 
Carried.  

 
9. Discussion on the Special Committee for Indigenous Education Report and 
Recommendations for Senate and the Board of Governors 
 
VP Campbell has talked to TUNA regarding the list of recommendations for Senate and 
Board of Governors. The main concerns address the implementation of the Indigenous 
Course Requirement. TUNA has asked to have representation in the process of 
implementing this course. VP Campbell emphasizes the potential success of the course if 
it is handled with care and not rushed. Other concerns address the Trent Research and 
Innovation Park and reconciliation discussions.  
 



	  

	  

Commissioner Zachariah suggests that because some board members haven’t read the 
document, that the board wait until the next board meeting to bring a motion forward 
regarding the endorsement of the document.   
 
VP Campbell encourages board members to come to TUNA meetings and senate. 
 
President Spiwak states that the TCSA will circulate it once it is ready and gather the 
opinions of the board. After a consensus, a statement will be made publicly.  
 
VP Campbell states that he will finish the document with the recommendations from 
TUNA within the week for review by the board.  
 
10. Adjournment  

MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.02.27 Special Meeting of the 2016-
2017 BOD be adjourned.  

Moved by: Brandon Remmelgas  Seconded by; Alaine Spiwak 
 

Carried. 
 

	  
 

	  


