
	  

	  

FIFTH MEETING OF THE 2017/2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
TRENT CENTRAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

Trent Student Centre 
Sunday, November 5th, 2017 

1:00pm 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
TIME: 1:05pm 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
President Brandon Remmelgas 
Vice President University & College Affairs Lea Rogers-Balgobin 
Vice President Campaigns and Equity Shanese Steele 
Vice President Clubs & External Molly Hu  
Environment & Sustainability Commissioner Victoria Belbin   
Ethical Standards Commissioner Lindsay Yates 
First Year On-Residence Commissioner Brianna Campbell 
First Year Off-Residence Commissioner Jamie Djetvay-Bradshaw 
Indigenous Students Commissioner Rhode Thomas   
Women’s Issues Commissioner Julianne Liken  
CC Sr. Senator Brendan Bell-Earle   
CC Commissioner Cydney Habraken 
GC President Emily Cauduro   
GC Commissioner Ryan Sova   
GC Sr. Senator Owen Faulkner-Nolan   
LEC Prime Minister Ann-Majella McKelvie 
OC President Craig Rutherford   
OC Commissioner Chhavi Chawla  
 
Board Secretary Alex Salton  
 
Regrets: 
 
Association Resource Manager Matthew Seaby  
CC President Rebeka O'Regan   
LEC Sr. Senator Emily Beaudin  
 
Absent: 
 
Gender Issues Commissioner Tree Chomko 
Mature & Transfer Student Commissioner Brendan Campbell 
LEC Commission Aakriti Pandey  
OC Sr. Senator Anne Martin  



	  

	  

TC Commissioner Abby Rodriquez 
 
 
3. Land Acknowledgement  
 
President Brandon Remmelgas reads aloud the land acknowledgement, “The Trent 
Central Student Association wishes to acknowledge the Anishnaabe and Mississauga 
peoples and their traditional territory, in which this meeting is taking place”, as an 
expression of gratitude. 
 
4. Chairs Remarks 
 
President Remmelgas congratulates the new directors on their confirmation as directors. 
Only the Queer, Anti-Racist, and Racialized Students commissioner positions are vacant.  
Remmelgas explains how Roberts Rules of Order works. There is going to be a Board 
training session in two weeks, for those who missed the Spring training session. It will 
take place on the date of the cancelled meeting of the Board on November 19. Remmelgas 
may shuffle the speakers list to ensure that first-time speakers, women, and students of a 
variety of demographics have equal opportunity to speak. Remmelgas requires speaking 
rights to discuss his presidents report, and to discuss items pertaining to his position as 
President. Other this, he will maintain neutrality as the chair of this meeting 
 

MOTION: Be it resolved that President Remmelgas (Acting Board Resource 
Manager) be given speaking rights for this meeting. 
Moved by: Ryan Sova; Seconded by: Owen Faulkner-Nolan 

 
  Carried  
 
5. Approval of the Agenda 
   
  MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.11.05 Agenda be adopted as       
  presented.  

Moved by: Shanese Steele; Seconded by: Briana Campbell  
 
  Carried  
 
6. Approval of Minutes 
 

 MOTION: Be it resolved that the minutes from the 2017.10.15  meeting be 
adopted with necessary corrections. 
Moved: Owen Faulkner-Nolan; Seconded by: Julianne Liken 

 
GC Commissioner Ryan Sova says that the two motions associated with the first budget 
were not stated as carried, even though they were.  
Vice-President University & College Affairs Lea Rogers-Balgobin says that there should 



	  

	  

be more consistency in the way Director’s names are recorded in the minutes.  
 
  Carried 

 
7. President’s Report  
 

MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.11.05 President’s Report be approved. 
Moved by: Owen Faulkner-Nolan; Seconded by: Cydney Habraken  

 
President Remmelgas says that there is not much content in his report because he was at 
home for the reading break.  
President Remmelgas says that there should be discussion about if it is appropriate for 
events to book the entire Student Centre, because it is both an event and academic space. 
Also, more furniture will be purchased for the Student Centre. The number of desks will 
be doubled, but there is limits to the amount of furniture that can be placed in the Student 
Centre due to fire regulations. 
Remmelgas says that he is happy that the potential transit strike was avoided. The new 
transit manager has a lot of ideas about improving the transit system. The West Bank 
route has become a 25-minute route. The new manager has added new buses to make a 
20-minute route again. When the association begins planning transit services for next 
year, they may have to plan for this route to be a 25-minute route. New bus shelters are 
being constructed. Parking Services has decided to hire a police officer to direct traffic on 
weekday mornings. It appears to be relieving congestion. Parking Services has requested 
that the TCSA use part of its transit surplus to help pay for this service. 
The Vice-President of Health & Wellness was approved at the SAGM. He has been 
consulting with the Wellness Centre and other departments and organizations at Trent 
about how this position will work. Students will be able to run for the position in the 
March elections 
The Trent Research and Innovation Park special committee has been struck, and will meet 
between 09:00 and 10:00 on Friday. The first meeting will be about what the association’s 
actions will constitute going forward. They will also discuss future meeting times. 
 
Vice-President Clubs & External Affairs Molly Hu arrives at 13:22.  
 
CC Commissioner Cydney Habraken points out that the modified West Bank route was 
supposed to shave off a few minutes off transit time, reducing the route from 25-minutes 
to 20-minutes. Remmelgas has replied that this change has helped, but the existing 
number of stops slows down the buses on this route.  

 
8. VP Clubs and External Affairs Report  
 

MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.11.05 VP Clubs and External Affairs 
Report be approved. 
Moved by: Lea Rogers-Balgobin; Seconded by: Owen Faulkner-Nolan. 

 



	  

	  

Vice-President Hu says that there was a mini-clubs’ day at the Trent Open House, and 
that it was a success. There was also a second leadership assembly. There are still clubs 
that haven’t attended, so there will be another assembly this month.  
The Funding committee gave out $1300 in funding. The South Asian Student Association 
received $800 because the food they bought for their Diwali event went to waste because 
the power went out on the night of the event. They want to host it again and require the 
additional funding. Trent Arts & Crafts received $500. 
Hu talked with Mark Murdoch about the extended Green Dishes program. He will provide 
discounts for clubs associated with the TCSA. He is unsure about discounts for levy 
groups. Groups should contact Murdoch if they have inquired.  
Hu says that Clubs office hours will be hosted on Monday to Friday, 11-12. On Mondays 
it will be hosted at the promotions desk in the Student Centre. On Tuesdays to Fridays it 
will be hosted in room 2.08 in the Clubs Space.  
Frost Week is coming up, and Hu would like to hear ideas about events.  
Hu says that there has been an issue with students being refunded by the levy groups. The 
groups were either confused about the process, or they did not reply to students’ requests 
for refunds. Remmelgas adds that Board Resource Manager Matthew Seaby is going to 
the next Levy Council Meeting, to see if there is a solution. They have also discussed 
having a contingency plan to refund students when levy groups don’t have the capacity to 
issue refunds. Remmelgas and Hu will discuss this issue with representatives of other 
universities at the next CFS national meeting, and will hopefully gain new ideas.  
GC President Emily Cauduro asks if groups are supposed to follow the past procedure for 
refunds, or if there is a new procedure. Hu replies that the existing process isn’t being 
followed. Cauduro replies that the process appears to have worked last year, and is 
wondering why it isn’t working this year. Hu explains that some of these groups may be 
under capacity.  
Vie-President Campaigns & Equity Shanese Steele says that this may resulting from a 
lack of capacity of levy groups. There has been discussion about giving more power to the 
Levy Council to issue refunding, or enforce this practice.   

 
 

9. VP University and Colleges Affairs Report 
 

MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.11.05 VP University and Colleges 
Affairs Report be approved. 
Moved by: Brianna Campbell; Seconded by: Shanese Steele 

 
Vice-President University & College Affairs Rogers-Balgobin says that there have been 
complaints about the lack of study space on campus. She asks that the board provide 
ideas, and that the cabinets discuss this issue.  
The Events committee has not held events because the Events Coordinator has not started 
yet. 
She says that there is a vacant position on the Vacant Fines committee that needs to be 
filled by a director.   
The Athletics Project is now operational and accessible through MyTrent.  



	  

	  

At the most recent Colleges & Student Services Committee (CASSC) meeting, two 
committees were struck: Life-Skills and Mental Health.  
Hu says that there are departments around Trent that have their own study spaces. She 
suggests that these spaces be opened-up and identified to increase the amount of study 
space. CC Senior Senator Brendan Bell-Earle says that the Colleges committee discussed 
this issue. Faculties would be reluctant to give-up these spaces, because they are often 
used for meetings and other department-specific purposes.  
 
 Carried 

 
10. VP Campaigns & Equity Report 

 
MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.11.05 VP Campaigns & Equity 
Report be approved.  
Moved by: Victoria Belbin; Seconded by: Molly Hu  

 
Vice-President Campaigns & Equity Shanese Steele says that the association is going to 
sign and send a statement of support for an executive of the Dalhousie University student 
union. She is facing disciplinary action from the university and online harassment in 
reaction to a Facebook post she made supporting indigenous students. 
She goes on to say that there is going to be a rally in support of Occupy INAC on 
December 21. It is an occupy movement that is going to protest suicides of indigenous 
children in Northern Ontario.  
As for Mental Health Month, she says that groups or students will be able to pair with the 
association to run events.  
In the Association office, there are documents containing information about ongoing CFS 
campaigns that directors can help to facilitate at Trent.  
Steele wants to put forward a motion relating to the Executive Committee of the Ontario 
Canadian Federation of Students. She was elected as Indigenous Commissioner for the 
circle of First Nations, Metis, and Inuit students. This means she is on the Executive 
Committee. She is also the Trent University Representative. There would be 
complications in taking-up both seats. Therefore, she believes it would be best that 
Remmelgas to become to Local 71 representative, in her place. She then discusses what 
the CFS is. If anyone would like to bring an issue to the provincial level, they can talk to 
Steele. 
 

MOTION: Be it resolved that President Remmelgas replace Vice President of 
Campaigns and Equity, Shanese Steele, as the Local 71 representative on the CFS 
Ontario Executive Committee.  

 Moved by: Shanese Steele; Seconded by: Owen Faulkner-Nolan 
 
 Carried 
 
Rogers-Balgobin explains the services that the CFS provides to the TCSA. Soon, chosen 
students will be able to attend the executive to the Ontario meetings. Steele says that if 



	  

	  

anyone would like CFS to come to Trent to make a presentation, Remmelgas or Steele 
can arrange this.  
 
 Carried 
 
11. Committee Assignments 
 

MOTION: Be it resolved that committee assignments for the 2017-2018 
Board of Directors be approved.  
Moved by: Jamie Djetvay-Bradshaw; Seconded by: Lindsay Yates  

 
Remmelgas reads aloud the committee assignments. The Animal Care committee will not 
be filled by a TCSA director, contrary to the report. Sova will replace Hu on the Athletics 
Advisory committee. Lindsay Yates will sit on the Student Wellness committee. Cauduro 
will sit on the Campus Card committee.  
Hu would like a director to sit on the Clubs Funding committee. Julianne Liken will take 
the seat. Steele would like a director for the Grocery Assistance committee. Briana 
Campbell and Bell-Earle will take the seat. Faulkner-Nolan will sit on the Library 
Advisory committee. Remmelgas says that there may not be enough committee seats for 
all directors to have two seats (1 internal and 1 external). It is alight if directors do not 
have two committees as per the rules which state that all directors must sit on two 
committees. 
 
 Carried.   

 
12. Quiet Study Space on Campus 
 
Rogers-Balgobin refers to the emails she received from students about the lack of silent 
study space on-campus. There are the same number of study seats around campus as there 
was last year. However, fewer of those seats are in silent spaces. The Red, Amber, and 
Green signs from Bata will be moved to spaces around campus, but it will be difficult 
enforce silent study. 
Habraken says that perhaps the association can book classrooms for silent study.  
LEC Prime Minister Ann-Majella McKelvie says that Lady Eaton College Office has 
booked classrooms for study. She recommends that other colleges discuss this.  
 
TC Sr. Senator Annette Pedlar arrives at 14:04.  
 
Remmelgas says that there is no system that can be put in place to enforce silent study in 
the absence of the library. He recommends that students be informed that they should use 
peer-enforced silent study to maintain quietness or silence.  
Environment & Sustainability Commissioner Victoria Belbin says that she and OPIRG 
have discussed encouraging students to study downtown.  
Steele says that Traill College should be promoted as another viable study space. 



	  

	  

Faulkner-Nolan says that students who want to socialize should be encouraged to convene 
in areas meant for socializing.  
Remmelgas says that Board has discussed this a lot. Students are being asked to do a lot 
to maintain silent or quiet study space. He wants all to know that the TCSA is in 
discussion with the University about this issue. 
Yates said the colour system should be applied all around campus.  
Rogers-Balgobin says that it is important to note that study space has been lost. She says 
that it is better to study or focus on academic matters in an academic space. This is the 
disadvantage of studying in off-campus locations (such as cafes downtown). She says to 
email her or the colleges if directors or students have questions or suggestions.  
 
13. Commissioner Reports  
 
Remmelgas discusses the purpose of commissioner reports.  
Brianna Campbell says there is an event called Strut Your Swag on November 20. People 
can show up and represent their college. Rogers-Balgobin says directors can contact the 
Executives post their events on the executive calendar.   
Pedlar says that Traill’s presidents, Wencel Thomas, has resigned. They also received an 
office this week.  
Remmelgas says that commissioners should begin bringing reports to the meeting. 
Rogers-Balgobin says that directors are free to stop-by the office anytime to check in with 
the executive.  
 
14. Committee Reports  
 
President Remmelgas says the Housing Committee discusses the needs for all residence 
buildings at Trent. A lot of furniture is outdated and falling apart. It would cost less to buy 
new furniture. It is also hard to change the configuration of rooms when the furniture is 
built in or historic. Housing is also looking over the cost of Residence to see what 
students value (e.g. by asking questions like: should a building that has air conditioning 
cost more than one that doesn’t have it? Should all rooms have fridges provided with 
them?). Some of the Terms of Reference were changed. He asks for suggestions from the 
board that he can bring back to the committee. Belbin asks if Housing has discussed 
smudging in rooms or residences. Remmelgas says there are some buildings where it is 
not yet permitted because of fire alarms, but that it is permitted in other buildings. He will 
bring this back to the committee. Belbin also recommends creating a designated prayer 
room. Rogers-Balgobin says that smudging is permitted in the LEC multi-faith room, and 
that it will likely be permitted in the new prayer room in Student Centre. Belbin 
recommends advertising, and reaching out to other colleges about extending the ability to 
practice smudging in all buildings.  
Pedlar asks if there have been conversations about housing becoming privatized. 
Remmelgas says that it hasn’t come up much; only in reference the Annex buildings. He 
adds that these Annexes are facilitated by Trent.   
 



	  

	  

Belbin says she was at the Fair Trade and Sustainability committee last Month. Starbucks 
made $17,531 in 7 days. Remmelgas says that 50% of the profits will come back to the 
Association. Belbin says they discussed the use of reusable cups (i.e. why or why not 
students would use reusable cups and containers). Also, the Eco-tray program has been a 
success. Also, 54% of seafood was ethically or locally sourced. She would like the 
committee to consider what is ‘local.’ Concerning Starbucks, she is wondering how Trent 
can reconcile its commitment to buying Fair Trade products with Starbucks, a company 
that does not always source its products ethically. There are a lot of issues of exploitation 
of local people and people abroad. She says the Association should talk about going 
beyond Fair Trade.   
Belbin also sat in on the Natural Areas committee. There is no indigenous representation 
on this committee, but she has reached out to Curve Lake First Nations and others to 
attend this committee. There is a significant area of Trent lands designated as nature 
areas. Belbin says that another issue is dead ash trees in the nature areas and re-planting. 
Another priority is to reach out to local people. The next issue the committee discussed 
was the arena. There is an issue of filling in wetlands located on Trent lands to construct 
the arena. She has spoken with First Peoples House of Learning (FPHL) and others about 
indigenous consultation. The next topic of discussion was a $1.5 million gift that was 
given to the School of the Environment. However, only the donor can decide where to 
allocate the funds. The committee also discussed health and safety in nature.  
Remmelgas would like to discuss the arena in the TRIP committee. Belbin says the arena 
and TRIP projects are different, but they have related issues. Remmelgas says Starbucks 
was chosen because it was chosen by students via an online poll. The association is in a 
10-year agreement with the company. The agreement was signed before Remmelgas’ 
tenure. The profits from Starbucks can be allocated to important projects around campus. 
Rogers-Balgobin says that reusable cups can be promoted at the Starbucks. Brianna 
Campbell asks if there is a way to implement a Green-Tray-like program for cups. 
Rogers-Belbin says that his is a possibility. Habraken says that the association would have 
to discuss this with Starbucks. Promotion will be necessary to encourage the use of 
reusable cups. She wonders if Starbucks will be open to having reusable mugs at the café. 
Belbin says Eco-Trays were given out to all first-year students this year. She says the 
committee has discussed whether it is possible to give-out eco trays to all students, and if 
there are funds available to give out reusable cups as well. The capacity of food services 
must be considered before implementing a re-usable cups program. Remmelgas says that 
Starbucks doesn’t have an industrial dishwasher, but there could be a Green-Cups 
program that incorporates green dishware. He also suggests giving space to students to 
clean their dishware. Faulkner-Nolan says there should be a campaign to promote 
reusable dish-wear. Rogers-Balgobin asks if Green-Dishes are doing well because they 
were given to all first-year students, and if all the colleges received them. She says that 
students need to be motivated to use the dishware for the program to work. Faulkner-
Nolan proposes a green-initiative with Starbucks. Belbin says that there are corporate 
issues concerning Starbucks, and that Starbucks are a separate entity. She then says that 
the use of green containers has been monitored, and it appears that the program has been a 
success. She also asks if all colleges have sinks for washing dishes. Rogers-Balgobin and 
Remmelgas says that all colleges have them. Belbin says students must be able to make 



	  

	  

the decision to use reusable dishware. The association can support them, but ultimately 
the decision is up to them. Brianna Campbell says that the eco-trays were given to all 
first-year international students, but not to domestic students. The eco-trays should be 
promoted because they are useful, and the program should be expanded to include cups. 
She recommends that the TCSA pay for a free coffee for students who use their reusable 
mug a to-be-determined number of times. Remmelgas says that this is a possibility. 
Habraken asks if Starbucks cups are recyclable. Multiple directors reply that they are. 
Habraken then says there should be a recycling, composting, garbage station. Remmelgas 
says that there already is a waste station. Belbin says she can talk to the Sustainability 
committee about better advertising for recycling stations. She adds that she believes it 
costs $10,000 for 2000 eco-trays. She can inquire about the exact costs and report back to 
the board. She adds that the purpose of the Fair Trade & Sustainability committee is to 
create long term solutions to change behavior. Incentivizing with free coffee may not 
achieve this. She says there are other issues the TCSA can focus on, and the profits from 
the Starbucks can be used for a new program. Sova says he is on the Food Services 
Advisory Committee. He will bring this up. He also says that he eco-trays are a 
Chartwell’s initiative. He also says that Trent is one of the best universities for 
sustainability. To conclude this conversation, Remmelgas says that Belbin can be 
contacted if directors have concerns or suggestions.  
GC President Emily Cauduro sat on the Food Services Marketing Committee. There will 
be changes to the marketing of food on campus. The average student in residence is 
projected to spend $350 at Starbucks. They are expecting that half of all students with 
meal-plans will run out of their meal-plan funds before the end of the year. There are also 
concerns about caloric intake. The ‘No-Friday’ procedure/option will be continued. The 
operating hours of the Champlain cafeteria and the Starbucks will be extended. 
Chartwells, the Ceilie, and other food services on campus may have to increase their 
prices slightly to accommodate for the upcoming Provincial minimum wage increase. 
Sova says the Food Services Advisory committee is considering increasing the size of the 
meal plans to accommodate (by $200) for the wage increase, while remaining in the non-
tax bracket. Briana Campbell says the details of the meal plan should be better explained.  
 
 
15. Director Standings  
 
Remmelgas explains to the new directors about director standings, responsibilities, and 
other items.  
 
16. Questions from the Public 
 
There are no questions.  
 
17. Any other Business 
 
Rogers-Balgobin asks if directors want to have a dinner and laser-tag event for the 
proposed board-social event. She issues an informal straw-poll. Most of the directors 



	  

	  

would like to do the event in January. 
Faulkner-Nolan says that there was supposed to be an online-survey sent out to the 
student body, to evaluate the performance of Trent President Leo Groarke. He suggests 
that the TCSA highlight to students that this poll exists.  
Djetvay-Bradshaw wants to do an Improv night. She asks the board if anyone wants to 
attend, and if anyone wants to help her organize the event. Remmelgas says that Djetvay-
Bradshaw can email directors@trentcentreal.ca to promote the event. Rogers-Balgobin 
says that Djetvay-Bradshaw can email her or the new Events Coordinator.  
Cauduro is running Operation Christmas Child, but is doubling the number of boxes they 
are donating this year. If anyone is interested, they can contact her. Djetvay-Bradshaw 
asks what this event is, and Cauduro explains. Faulkner-Nolan says that the Peterborough 
Petes is also participating in this event.  
 
18. Adjournment 

 
MOTION: Be it resolved that the 2017.11.05 Board of Directors Meeting be 
adjourned. 
Moved by: Annette Pedlar; Seconded by: Molly Hu 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:06pm.  
 
 
 Minutes respectfully submitted, 
 
 Alex Salton  
 2017-2018 Board Secretary  

	  


